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THE PEAK LEARNING DIFFERENCE

Small By Design: 5-12 people means a more personal experience, more
flexibility and time to properly experience the trail.

Experience That Matters: Walk with experienced Australian leaders who
bring decades of expedition, military and Kokoda experience.

Knowledge Not Just Guiding: Understand the battles, people and
places as you walk—not simply where to walk next.

Safety You Can Trust: Experienced wilderness leadership,
comprehensive medical equipment, satellite communications and
access to medical advice.

Looked After Without Being Spoiled: Personal porter, quality food,
comfortable accommodation and carefully considered logistics

Your Kokoda Experience: Walk at your own pace, connect with your
porter and local communities, and have the time to absorb the history
and landscape.




Understand The History

Kokoda is more than a walk. To understand Kokoda, you need to
understand what happended here.

With Peak Learning, the history isn't something you read about before
the trail. You walk through it.

A trek of the Kokoda Trail is a journey into Australian history to understand the pivotal
part Kokoda played in the formation of Australia as a nation. For the first time in 1942
Australian soldiers fought the Japanese army on (what was then) Australian soil - Kokoda.
Walk in the steps of the stoic diggers.

Undefeated in six years of fighting, the Japanese army was a formidable force. In the
bloody months that followed first contact in July 1942, just over 2,000 Australians and
14,000 Japanese were killed in the Kokoda and Northern Beaches Campaign. The fighting
was so close and vicious that not a single Australian prisoner of war was taken alive.

lInitially, the responsibility of halting the undefeated Japanese advance fell to the 39th
Militia Battalion—a force of just 450 "ordinary" soldiers from the 3rd Division of the
Australian Military Forces. Ill-prepared, outnumbered and outgunned, they were sent to
halt the undefeated Japanese. Of those who survived, it would never again be said they
were ordinary.

Courage, endurance, mateship and sacrifice symbolise the unbreakable spirit of the
Australian soldiers during the Kokoda campaign.

Walking the Kokoda Trail will give you the opportunity to understand these symbolic
words and to take your reflections back home with you. During the Kokoda campaign, 625
Australian diggers lost their lives in defence of their country. The historical background is
an important part of Peak Learning Adventures’ Kokoda experience and we aim to help
you understand its’ significance.
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WHY PEAK LEARNING ADVENTURES<?

WE ARE SMALL BY CHOICE

Peak Learning Adventures is a small, veteran-owned business. We don't run large
groups or mass-market adventures. We run customised treks that provide unique and
rewarding experiences. Our Kokoda treks are limited to 5-12 people.

WE KNOW REMOTE ADVENTURE
With nearly 45 years of Himalayan experience and decades of expedition leadership, we
understand what it takes to operate safely and responsibly in remote environments.

WE KNOW KOKODA
Our leaders bring extensive Kokoda, PNG military history and expedition experience.

WE LOOK AFTER PEOPLE
Our trips are designed around the experience of the people travelling with us—not
around moving the largest possible number of people through the track.



MEET YOUR GUIDES

Zac is the founder and head guide of Peak Learning Adventures,
bringing more than 40 years’ experience in climbing, walking and
expedition leadership. He has led complex expeditions in some of
the world’'s most challenging environments, including 23
expeditions to the Himalaya and Karakoram, and three expeditions
to Mt Everest, reaching the summit in 2010.

A career soldier for 31 years, followed by 17 years in the Army
Reserves, Zac reached the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. His
extensive military and expedition leadership experience has
developed exceptional skills in risk management, safety, decision-
making and leading people in remote and challenging
environments.

Zac Zaharias, CSM Zac has guided PNG battlefield tours for 20 years and has walked
the Kokoda Track more than 25 times. His deep knowledge of the
track, combined with his leadership and risk-management
expertise, means participants are in experienced hands from
preparation through to the final step.

As a career Army Officer and outdoor professional, Matt has a wide
skillset and experience in planning, hands on leadership and risk
management of complex activities in remote and wilderness locations.

An enthusiastic mountaineer, Matt has participated in and led several
significant mountaineering expeditions, including making the first
Australian ascent of Dhaulagiri and the third ascent of the remote sub-
Antarctic Mawson's Peak on Heard Island. Matt has led three geologic
survey expeditions to remote Greenland fjords.

He has worked extensively in a wide variety of outdoor guiding roles,
including Himalayan trekking and mountaineering, battlefield study
Matt Rogerson tours in PNG, corporate experiential learning events, academic field

surveys and work with veterans affected by their service. For Army he
designed and led a noteworthy alpine resilience exercise for veterans
suffering PTSD.



IS IT RIGHT FOR ME?

This challenge offers many
opportunities to add to your
life's tapestry. The physical
challenge of the trek will be
rewarded by an enormous sense of
achievement. The exposure to sights,
sounds and experiences outside your
usual life will stretch your perspective.
Many participants say that this experience
has resulted in great inspiration that can
add value to everyday life.

FITNESS REQUIRED
You are probably aware, that
v the Kokoda trail is physically
challenging! Once in Papua
New Guinea you will need to
quickly switch modes from your usual
activities to the rigours of trekking for 6-
10 hours per day. The trail is often rough,
steep, slippery in places and you can
expect to be tired on more than one day.
In order to get the most from this
experience, you will need to be in good
physical condition, so we suggest
investing in physical training.

op

EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

The level of support provided
on this adventure means that
even those with little prior
experience can enjoy walking
with only a daypack, sitting down to good
meals prepared by your leader and staff,
and settling down in your individual tent in
the quiet of the forest or a small village.
Pack your spirit of adventure, a positive
attitude and a willingness to embrace the
entire Kokoda wilderness experience!

PERSONAL PORTERS

Trip price includes your
personal porter, which

enables you to trek each day
carrying only a daypack.

Your daypack may contain water, snacks,
camera, maybe a spare layer of clothing
and would generally weigh around 4-6kgs.
*Note that other porters on your trek carry
all group equipment such as cooking
equipment and food for the trekking party.
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YOUR KOKODA EXPERIENGE

DAY
0 1 Arrive in Port Moresby. Transfer to the Kokoda Trail Hotel and relax.

Prep day at Kokoda Trail Hotel. In the morning we provide a pre-trek
briefing including an overview of the Kokoda campaign. This is followed by a
demonstration of how to pack efficiently as well as a final gear check. There
will be time to prepare yourself for the days ahead, and then having the
option of spending a relaxing afternoon sitting on the deck, or alternatively
we have a swim in the beautiful Crystal Rapids.

Drive to Owers Corner, trek to Iriobaiwa Ridge. We have an early
morning start, leaving the Hotel at 7.00 am for our drive to Owers Corner,
the start point of the Trail. We begin one of the world’'s toughest treks by
dropping down from the memorial arches at Owers Corner into the Goldie
River some 40-minutes walk. After fording the river and passing Dump 66
we begin the climb to Imita Ridge. This is when your training and
preparation will be tested as there are no short cuts to the top. After
descending Imita Ridge we follow the Ua'ula Creek system for a couple of
hours before a climb to half-way up Iriobaiwa Ridge to our campsite. The
sunsets from this campsite are extraordinary.

Iriobaiwa Ridge to Nauro. We climb onto the top of Iriobaiwa ridge where
we quickly come across the remnant gun pits of the furthest forward
positions of the Japanese advance. From the southern slopes of the ridge 04
we can see the coastline and pause to reflect on how tempting it must

have been for the Japanese to make a dash to Port Moresby. But they
obeyed the orders they received here and retreated. We have lunch at Ofi
Creek before tackling the biggest challenge of the southern section of trail,
Maguli Ridge. Our overnight stop is at the village of Nauro.

DAY




YOUR KOKODA EXPERIENGE

Nauro to Menari. We continue to descend to the ‘swamp’, a long walk
through muddy and marshy terrain. This area was indefensible during the
war so soldiers from both sides moved through here as quickly as possible.
We will ford the Brown River and then make our way to the base of ‘the
wall’, a tough climb of 400 vertical metres to Menari Gap. The grassy
clearing at the top is a relief to the eyes. We are treated to great views of
our track to Menari and Brigade Hill. A short descent takes us into the
picturesque village of Menari. This was the location of the famous oration
by LtCol Ralph Honner, the Commanding Officer of the 39th Bn where he
commended his men on their bravery at Isurava.

Menari to Efogi Village. We commence our walk with a brief stop at
the Menari Primary School where there is an opportunity to donate
learning materials to the School (a better gift than balloons and toys for 06
the local kids). We descend into the valley, cross a major stream and

then climb solidly for over two hours onto Brigade Hill where we stop
for lunch. Brigade Hill was the site of one of the major battles of the
Kokoda campaign. The Japanese 144th Regiment outsmarted the
Australians in an audacious flanking manoeuvre. This threatened to
overrun the Brigade Headquarters located to the rear of the three
Infantry battalions. After paying our respects to the 99 fallen diggers,
we trek on to Efogi Village, a wonderful overnight spot shaded by citrus
trees, and a feast from our pre- arranged food drop and local fruit.




Efogi Village to Bombers Camp. Today's trekking takes us through the
grassy Naduri village and on through a striking pristine forest of ferns, huge
stilt pandanas and rare orchids. We enjoy a short side trip to the smaller of
the two flat Myola grasslands where in WW2 the ‘biscuit bombers’ dropped
some of their loads. We camp in a forest glade near a crashed Mitchell
bomber, a beautiful and serene campsite next to a refreshing mountain
stream. A special evening activity gives you a memorable experience of
what it must have been like for the soldiers to be out here.

Bombers Camp to lora Creek. We head out from Bombers Camp for a side
trip to the big Myola Lake. This extinct volcano was used as a makeshift
airstrip, logistics dump and medical evacuation point. We then trek to Tin
Shed and climb gently to the stunning forest clearing at Kokoda Gap, the
high point of the track at 2290 metres above sea level. We descend to
Dump No 1 (also known as Templeton's 1) for lunch. After lunch we trek to
Templeton’s Crossing, then climb up a steep ridge before descending
steadily past many Australian weapon pits to lora Creek. Our campsite is
located next to the thundering lora Creek. This area has a fascinating
wartime history with the first and second battles of lora Creek. In the first
battle of lora Creek, August/September 1942, the Australians fought a rear-
guard action during the withdrawal from Isurava. The second battle saw the
Japanese resist the Australian advance for more than a week in late October
1942.

09

lora Creek to Isurava Battlefield. Today there is only a small height
gain out of the lora Creek valley. We visit the site of the Japanese gun
position perched high above lora Creek. Immediately you can see why it
took the advancing Australians one week to take the position. We then
traverse through Alola Village (with possibly the best passion fruit in the
world), and on to Isurava Battlefield. Having walked the majority of the
Kokoda Trail, our respect for the efforts of the soldiers is much magnified
by the time we get to the beautiful and atmospheric Isurava Battlefield.
This was the scene of Private Bruce Kingsbury's brave actions in 1942, for
which he was awarded a Victoria Cross.



Isurava Battlefield to Kokoda Station.

We commemorate the courage, endurance, mateship and sacrifice of those
who fought and died on the Kokoda Trail with a dawn service at the Kokoda
Trail Memorial at Isurava Battlefield. After breakfast we begin the last day,
walking down through abandoned village gardens slowly reverting to jungle
and overrun by choko vines. We have lunch at the picturesque village of Hoi
(often full of flowers and fluttering butterflies) before walking on the wide
flat track through cocoa, palm oil and rubber plantations to the large village
of Kokoda. This marks the end of one of the world's toughest treks. We will
have climbed over 6800 metres and descended the same. A terrific effort! A
celebratory cool drink, pizzas and shower might be in order as we spend our
last night at the track’s end at Daitos camping ground in Kokoda.

Fly to Port Moresby. Transfer by road to Popondetta airport and take a
commercial flight to Port Moresby. It takes about 30 minutes to re-cross
1 1 the Owen Stanley Ranges that has cost us all sweat and effort. It's a great
experience to spot the ridges and valleys of the Kokoda campaign and our
own adventures on the track. Back in Port Moresby we pay a visit to
Bomana War Cemetery where many of the Kokoda diggers are buried.
After paying our last respects we transfer to a hotel in Port Moresby in
good time for a shower and lunch. In the afternoon you may wish to spend
some time relaxing and enjoying a cool drink or adding finishing touches to
your diary before our celebration dinner.

Port Moresby - (Cairns/Brisbane/Sydney) - Home. Transfer to the
airport and depart Port Moresby (usually via Cairns, Brisbane or Sydney)
for home.




Professional, experienced Australian leader

A personal porter (1:1) to carry your gear
All meals in PNG. Fresh brewed local coffee and other hot drinks at all meals on the trail.

Three nights hotel accommodation on twin share basis (2 at the start of the trip and 1 at the
end).

Medical and emergency suport

An individual tent with mosquito net, a foam insulating mat, an inflatable Thermarest sleeping
mat and a sleeping bag.

Group camping, dining equipment, stool and all eating equipment while trekking.
Porters to carry food and cooking equipment.

Water purification system i.e. tablets and hand pump water filter.

A poncho to keep the rain off your shoulders.

Flight to Port Moresby from Popondetta (Private charter available for larger groups)
Training guidance and support

History briefing in Port Moresby and on the trail.

A complete photographic record of your journey.

The Peak Learning Adventures Kokoda pack, which is yours to keep includes: Two trek shirts
and biodegradable wilderness wash.

Bring your boots and shorts, we take care of the rest



NOT INGLUDED

International and Australian domestic airfares (unless otherwise arranged).
Personal travel insurance (REQUIRED).

Visa (REQUIRED), transfer fees en route, departure taxes, excess baggage charges.

Personal expenses such as gifts, phone calls, laundry, soft drinks and all alcoholic drinks.

Meals and accommodation other than those specified.
Personal clothing and some personal equipment.
Tips for crew

Medical evacuation costs, extra accommodation or any other fees associated with early
departure, change of itinerary, or breaking from the group due to iliness or otherwise.




READY TO WALK KOKODA?

Small groups. Experienced leaders. A deeper experience.
Talk to us about your Kokoda adventure.

WEB & EMAIL PHONE

W:peaklearningadventures.com.au +61 402 286 257

E: info@peaklearning.com.au 02 6257 2208

ADDRESS

International Booking Link AT 2612 [eak Learmng
ADVENTURES
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